


Origin of 
Handwashing
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 1

https://youtu.be/fKlpGs34-_g?si=tqMTFcAep3dkZpmT


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. what you think is true or real; something you strongly accept.

2. 
choosing not to stay angry at someone who did something wrong; 
letting go of hurt.

3.
a way of describing something by saying it is something else to show 
a strong idea or picture.

4. a medical doctor.

5. when something dirty or harmful (like germs) gets into or onto something clean.

PHYSICIAN     BELIEF     CONTAMINATION     FORGIVENESS     METAPHOR 



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The history of handwashing shows how new knowledge can threaten existing ___.

2. 
In some Buddhist traditions, water is poured over a deceased person’s hands as a
sign of ___.

3. Handwashing existed as a religious ___ long before it was linked to health.

4.
Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis, a Hungarian obstetrician, pushed ___ to wash with
chlorinated lime.

5. After a pathologist died from a post-autopsy infection, Semmelweis suspected ___.

metaphor  contamination  physicians forgiveness  beliefs



#01

Which group had more deaths 
in Semmelweis’s study?

A. The midwives’ ward
B. The doctors’ ward
C. Both were the same

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What did Semmelweis ask 
people to use for washing?

A. Plain water
B. Chlorinated lime solution
C. Perfume



#03

Who helped explain germs 
and pasteurization?

A. Louis Pasteur
B. Isaac Newton
C. Marie Curie

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What is the “Semmelweis 
reflex”?

A. A fast way to wash hands
B. A kind of hospital tool
C. Saying “no” to new ideas 

because they are new



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The English idiom “to wash your hands of something” traces back to the Hospital.

2. In the Book of Matthew, Pilate washes his hands to symbolize innocence.

3. In Judaism, people wash their hands and say a blessing before eating bread or matzo.

4. The link between handwashing and disease prevention emerged in the 19th century.

5. Louis Pasteuradvanced germ theory and inspired pasteurization to control bacteria.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

What is one daily moment when you should always 
wash your hands? Why?

Do any traditions in your family or community 
include washing? What is the meaning?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Why do you think some people did not believe 
Semmelweis, even with results?

Can you think of a modern idea people reject 
at first? Why might that happen?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

How would you teach a younger child the right 
way to wash hands?

Should schools remind students to wash hands 
more often? How could they do it?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



History of 
Handshakes

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 2

https://youtu.be/xMDiZseUAGw?si=ioskR-MfTHS3_O9m


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. using the right hand more easily or more often than the left.

2. a usual way of doing things in a place or group; a tradition.

3. a mark, action, or event that shows something or gives information.

4. a feeling of admiration and care for someone

5. a statement or sign that tells you about possible danger or a problem.

RESPECT  RIGHT-HANDED   WARNING   CUSTOM    SIGN



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Many people are ___, so offering the right hand shows no weapon.

2. In history, women did not always join handshaking ___.

3. In Christianity, giving your right hand is a kind and friendly ___.

4. In old Europe, people used bows and curtsies to show ___.

5. Even with health ___, the handshake has stayed strong over time.

customs            warnings right -handed           sign            respect



#01

What started the new talk 
about handshakes?

A. A new movie
B. The coronavirus outbreak
C. A school rule

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What can a handshake 
on Greek gravestones mean?

A. A joke
B. A goodbye or a connection 

after death
C. A dance



#03

Who used the handshake to 
show equality in early America?

A. Pirates
B. Quakers
C. Actors

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What do some doctors say 
today about handshakes?

A. Keep them exactly the same
B. Use them only at parties
C. It is safer to stop handshakes



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. In the Iliad, Neptune holds Agamemnon’s right hand to calm him.

2. In ancient Rome, coinsshowed handshakes to mean friendship

3. In Islam, the right hand is used for clean and important tasks.

4. Quakers used the handshake in the 1600s to show equality.

5. In 1793, a yellow feveroutbreak made people stop shaking hands.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

What greetings feel comfortable to you 
(wave, nod, fist bump, bow)?

How can a handshake show trust or respect?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Did your feelings about touching others change 
after the pandemic?

Should schools or workplaces make rules about 
greetings?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

If we stop handshakes, what do we lose, 
and what do we gain?

Which history fact about handshakes did you 
find interesting?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Origin of Germs
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 3

https://youtu.be/2MQmSLdorEQ?si=kKr_YN-nvxaZ37P8


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. tiny living organisms (like bacteria or viruses) that can cause disease.

2. to be real or to be present in the world.

3. a person who searches widely for food or resources in nature.

4. the process of training or adapting animals or plants for human use.

5.
to say or believe that someone or something is responsible for a 
problem or wrong.

FORAGER  BLAME   DOMESTICATION  EXIST  GERMS



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. 
___ are tiny organisms that we cannot see with the naked eye 
but that can make us very sick.

2. People did not always know that microbes, viruses, and bacteria ___.

3.
Early ___ lived farther apart, which made human-to-human disease spread 
more difficult.

4. The ___ of animals and the rise of agriculture led humans to settle in one place.

5. Some people ___ sickness on magic or evil spirits.

exist  blamed  domestication  Germs  foragers



#01

What did many people 
think caused disease 
before germ theory?

A. Bad air
B. Too much exercise
C. Cold weather

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What did Robert Koch prove?

A. One germ can cause one disease
B. All diseases come from stress
C. Clean water is not important



#03

Why were viruses hard 
to study at first?

A. They were bigger than bacteria
B. They broke microscopes
C. They were very small and hard to see

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What was special about the 
COVID-19 vaccine timeline?

A. Testing began very quickly
B. It took 50 years
C. It used antibiotics



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. 
People believed foul smells from waste, dirty water, and rotting food produced 
dangerous miasmas.

2. Miasma theory persisted from ancient civilizations into the mid-19th century.

3. Patrick Mansonshowed that insects can carry germs that harm humans.

4. Ronald Ross discovered that leechesspread malaria.

5. Alexander Fleming later discovered miasma, an antibiotic, in 1928.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Why do you think people believed in “bad air” 
for so long?

Which scientist in the story do you find most 
interesting? Why?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What healthy habits can you practice daily to 
avoid getting sick?

Why is it important to test medicines carefully 
before using them?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

How did antibiotics change hospitals and 
everyday life?

Why are vaccines important for public health?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do We Drink 
Milk in School?
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 4

https://youtu.be/BBZIQP_u8ps?si=1G7jmnMyfZ9LKhHj


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. lasting or staying the same for a long time; not temporary.

2. discussed by people with different opinions, often to decide what is true or best.

3. an organized set of activities or services planned for a goal 

4. good for health; giving the body the vitamins and energy it needs.

5. how well someone or something does a task.

NUTRITIOUS   PERMANENT  DEBATED  PERFORMANCE    PROGRAM



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The School Breakfast Program became ___ in 1975.

2. Government subsidies and entitlement programs are often ___ in the U.S.

3. An entitlement is a ___ that must serve anyone who meets legal eligibility rules.

4. The National School Lunch Act aimed to protect children’s health and support ___ food.

5. Researchers study whether healthier school lunches improve student ___.

program   performance          nutritious  debated          permanent



#01
What is an entitlement, according 
to the U.S. Senate glossary?

A. A charity that can choose 
recipients

B. A federal program that pays 
anyone who meets legal criteria

C. A temporary emergency fund

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02
Why did early school lunch 
efforts fail to reach every child?

A. They were too expensive 
for all families

B. They were created case 
by case and unevenly

C. They banned hot foods



#03

Why were farm subsidies 
introduced in 1933?

A. To promote only dairy exports
B. To reduce the number of farms
C. To stabilize agriculture and prices

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

In 2010, roughly what share 
of school milk was flavored?

A. 10% 
B. 70% 
C. 100%



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. In many U.S. schools, students drink milk from small cartons at breakfast.

2. As schools grew, not every child could return home for lunch on time.

3. In 1894, one Philadelphia school offered lunches for onepenny.

4.
Some Wisconsin schools used a “pint jar method” to reheat food on 
classroom stoves.

5. Flavored milk can be high in calcium.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

On a scale of 1 to 5, how would you rate the taste 
of school lunches in your country, and why?

Do you think school meals should be 
free for all students? Why or why not?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What should the government prioritize in 
school meals: cost, nutrition, or student choice?

Is milk the best drink for school lunches today? 
What alternatives would you suggest?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

What foods would you include in a 
“healthy but popular” school menu for a week?

How might healthier lunches affect attention, 
mood, and test performance?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



What Makes a 
Good Student?
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 5

https://youtu.be/kljSuKC7qlA?si=MKiPPa3Wiri2cGSY


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. 
an unfair preference or dislike for one person or group over another, 
which leads to unequal treatment or judgment. 

2. intended to punish; very strict as a penalty.

3. professional guidance through talking with a trained helper.

4. a negative consequence given for breaking rules.

5. understanding and sharing another person’s feelings.

PUNITIVE   PUNISHMENT        BIAS    EMPATHY  COUNSELING



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. One obstacle to success for young girls is long-standing gender ___.

2. Girls of color are often sent to ___ discipline instead of ___.

3. Trauma, harassment, and bullying are sometimes ignored until ___ happens.

4. ___ in classrooms helps students become good learners.

punishment  Empathy  punitive counseling  bias



#01

What does the Harvard 
study mainly discuss?

A. Homework styles
B. Leadership bias toward teen girls
C. Test formats

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Which preference appeared 
in the survey results?

A. Many students preferred 
male political leaders

B. Most students preferred no 
leaders at all

C. Everyone preferred female 
leaders



#03

What is the school-to-prison 
pipeline?

A. A program for college scholarships
B. A path from school discipline to 

detention or prison
C. A route to after-school clubs

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

How did security rituals 
affect some girls of color?

A. They felt safer and happier
B. They felt less safe and 

sometimes avoided school
C. They got free counseling



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. A 2015 Harvardstudy found bias against teen girls’ leadership.

2. White girls were often biased against other white girls as leaders.

3. Some students face the school-to-prison pipeline.

4. Black boys are more likely to be suspended than white boys.

5. Restorative methods, like counseling and therapy, can helpstudents more.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

In your view, what makes someone a “good student,” 
and why does that matter?

Have you ever faced difficulties at school? 
What specific support would have helped you 
overcome them?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What real-life examples of bias in schools have you 
witnessed or heard about, and how did they affect 
students?

How can teachers recognize signs of trauma or 
bullying early, before it turns into a discipline 
problem?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

What are practical ways a teacher can show empathy 
while still keeping high standards for everyone?

If you could redesign the idea of a “good student,” 
which qualities would you include and why?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Origin of the 
Hashtag

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 6

https://youtu.be/GpciEQHTTME?si=gJ1FOlFpjJUOk9m3


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. to join or link things or people.

2. a shortened form of a word or phrase.

3. a symbol, mark, or gesture that gives information.

4. to find your way through a place, system, or interface.

5. to suggest an idea or plan for consideration.

NAVIGATE   SIGN  ABBREVIATION PROPOSE CONNECT



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Hashtags are used to ___ people with similar interests and to group content online.

2. In ancient Rome, “lb” was used as an ___ for “libra,” a unit for pounds by weight.

3.
Isaac Newton used the “lb” ___ so often in the late 17th century that printers added it 
to early presses.

4. The pound key became important for ___ automated phone systems.

5.
On August 23, 2007, Chris Messina ___ using the # sign on Twitter to create groups by linking 
topics together with hashtags.

sign proposed   connect            abbreviation   navigating



#01

What did “lb” originally stand 
for in ancient Rome?

A. Libra (weight)
B. Liter (volume)
C. Lumen (light)

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02
Why did the “lb” contraction begin to 
resemble the pound sign over time?

A. Printing errors
B. Poor handwriting and a 

line through the letters
C. New spelling rules



#03

What unusual name did 
Bell Labs use for the # symbol?

A. Hexathorpe
B. Octothorpe
C. Decathorpe

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

In semiotics, what 
is the “signifier”?

A. The idea in your mind
B. The real-world object
C. The word or symbol 

referring to the idea



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. 
Twitter redesigned phones from rotary dials to push-button 
keypads arranged in a 3×4 grid.

2. In the 1960s, Bell Labs replaced the diamond with the circle sign.

3. The hashtag’s rise on social media is closely linked to Twitter .

4. Twitter initially dismissed Chris Messina’s idea as something “for nerds.”

5.
In semiotics, the signified is the concept, and the signifier is the word, symbol, or 
sound that represents it.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Where do you use hashtags most, 
and what purpose do they serve for you?

Which part of the hashtag’s history surprised 
you the most, and why?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Do you think Twitter was right or wrong to 
reject hashtags at first? Explain.

Can you think of another symbol whose meaning 
has changed over time? What changed it?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

In your opinion, what makes a symbol easy 
to adapt to new technologies?

If you could design a new symbol for organizing 
online content, what would it look like and why?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do TV Shows 
Use Laugh Tracks?

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 7

https://youtu.be/OdxywUs8x8U?si=b2tdsG8HKmcGNFHY


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. related to the practical details, tools, or mechanics of how something works.

2. happening and broadcast in real time, in front of an audience.

3. a sound, action, or sign that conveys information or instructions.

4. natural and unforced; not edited or artificially added.

5. pulling attention away from what you should focus on.

ORGANIC   TECHNICAL  LIVE DISTRACTING  SIGNAL



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The Laff Box solved ___ problems with studio audiences.

2. Laugh tracks were used to control the unpredictable noise of ___ audiences.

3. Early television needed its own way to ___ comedic moments.

4. Early audience notes were more ___ than modern laugh tracks.

5. Edited laughter could remove ___ audience habits.

organic             technical  distracting   live  signal



#01

Why were early laugh 
tracks used?

A. To hide failed jokes
B. To control audience noise and timing
C. To sell more radios

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Who created the 
“Laff Box”?

A. Eddie Cantor
B. Gina Giotta
C. Charles Douglass



#03

Why did TV need laugh 
tracks compared to films?

A. TV had no scripts
B. Films already had audience 

reactions in theaters
C. TV had better speakers

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

Why do laughs from 
others affect us?

A. They are legally required
B. We are more likely to laugh 

with people
C. They are louder than dialogue



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. Charles Douglassplayed a key role in the history of laugh tracks.

2. 
The shift to recorded laughter grew during the move from live to 
pre-recorded TV.

3. In 1954, Charles Douglass created the “TV.”

4. Charles Douglass had been a Navy radar engineer in World War II.

5.
Home listeners reported that the added laughter made 
the performances lessenjoyable.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do laugh tracks make you laugh more, 
or do they distract you? Why?

Have you ever enjoyed a sitcom more when 
watching it with other people?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Which sitcoms do you associate most with 
laugh tracks, and how do they make you feel?

Do you think laugh tracks can guide new viewers 
to understand a show’s tone?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

If a show removed its laugh track, do you think 
its jokes would feel stronger or weaker? Why?

If you could redesign the Laff Box for 2025, 
what features would you add?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Did We Plant 
a Flag on the Moon? 

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 8

https://youtu.be/-Dn6g5Ff7Zk?si=hRIvO5d8U9Vy-FR_


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. very famous and easy to recognize; a strong symbol.

2. to stand for or show something in a clear way.

3. the state of having something as yours; legal control.

4. related to a period when one country controlled another.

5. connected to government, power, or public decisions

OWNERSHIP   POLITICAL  REPRESENT ICONIC  COLONIAL 



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The image of astronauts planting a flag on the moon became ___.

2. National flags ___ nations, their people, and their governments.

3. Flag symbolism also relates to claims of ___ and authority.

4. ___ powers used flags to assert authority on new territories.

5. NASA kept the flag plan quiet for ___ reasons before the landing.

ownership iconic   Colonial political  represent



#01

What is one traditional 
military meaning of a 
white flag?

A. Victory
B. Surrender
C. Reinforcements arriving

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What did European 
colonizers use flags 
to signal during expansion?

A. Weather warnings
B. Claims of authority and ownership
C. Requests for trade only



#03

Flying a flag at “half mast” 
usually signals:

A. Celebration
B. Mourning or loss
C. A weather warning

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What key principle is in the 
1967 Outer Space Treaty?

A. Any nation may own the moon
B. Space is the domain of all 

humankind
C. Only scientists may travel 

to space



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The U.Shas no nations or permanent residents.

2. The United States planted three flags on the lunar surface.

3. Spainhas the oldest continuously used national flag, dating to 1625. 

4.
Flags have been used to convey military messages, 
such as surrender with a red flag.

5.
The 2025 Outer Space Treaty said no nation can 
claim territory in space and space is for all humankind.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you think planting a national flag on the moon 
is a celebration of exploration, a claim of power, 
or both? Why?

If space is “for all humankind,” what symbols 
(if any) should we place on other worlds?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

How does the history of colonial flag planting on 
Earth shape how we see flags in space?

What other non-flag ways could astronauts mark a 
historic landing respectfully and meaningfully?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Is it possible to separate scientific achievements 
from national pride? Why or why not?

If you could design a symbol for humanity in space, 
what would it be and why?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Do We Still 
Need Libraries? 
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 9

https://youtu.be/2zfhvDhnA5U?si=fXJ2WyvsoQI9IYOO


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. not used anymore because something newer replaced it.

2. very important and necessary.

3. a fight or strong disagreement.

4. a sign or picture that stands for an idea.

5. to give something for a short time and get it back.

CONFLICT   LEND  OBSOLETE    ESSENTIAL SYMBOL



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. 
Even though so much knowledge is online and some people think phones and computers 
make real libraries ___, many still believe libraries are ___ for our communities.

2. 
The Library of Alexandria was eventually destroyed, with Julius Caesar 
often blamed for its destruction during his ___ with Ptolemy XIII.

3. Libraries also served as visible ___ of culture and learning in city centers.

4. Mass printing in the 18th and 19th centuries made ___ multiple copies possible.

essential conflict lending obsolete   symbols



#01

What did Mesopotamian 
libraries include?

A. Only school libraries
B. Temple, palace, and private libraries
C. Mobile libraries

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Which library was open 
to a wider public?

A. Library of Ashurbanipal
B. Library of Alexandria
C. Imperial Library of 

Constantinople



#03

Why were books chained in 
medieval libraries?

A. To help readers sit straight
B. To stop theft of expensive books
C. To mark the most popular titles

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What made lending multiple 
copies of books common?

A. Mass printing
B. Digital tablets
C. Stone tablets



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. Modern libraries emerged in the 19th century, but their roots are ancient.

2. Mesopotamia had temples, palaces, and private libraries. 

3. The Library of Alexandria was an early library opento a broader public.

4. In the early middle ages, many libraries focused on military texts.

5. The Vatican Library, founded in 1475, kept religious texts and state records.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

In your community, what services do libraries 
offer beyond borrowing books?

How does a library space feel different from 
studying at a café or at home?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What would convince more teens and adults 
to visit libraries regularly?

Should libraries stay open late like cafés? 
Why or why not?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Which digital services (e-books, databases, Wi-Fi, 
workshops) are most useful to you?

In an age of AI and search engines, 
what unique role should librarians play?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do We 
Have Hobbies? 

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 10

https://youtu.be/aodYwALBM2E?si=CADmwZLxSQsAcQ-f


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. made into something that can be bought or sold.

2. free time when you are not working.

3. helpful and useful; leading to improvement.

4. money you receive, usually from work or investments.

5. involving competition; aiming to be better than others or to win.

CONSTRUCTIVE COMMODIFIED  COMPETITIVE         LEISURE  INCOME



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Labor became ___ as hours sold by workers to business owners.

2. For women, hobbies were framed as “productive ___” rather than simple rest.

3. Middle-class culture encouraged people to keep their hands busy with ___ fun.

4. A pastime remains a hobby only if the person is not trying to make it their main ___.

5. In the late 20th century, many hobbies became more ___ and less leisurely.

constructive    competitive           income   leisure commodified



#01

Which idea made middle-class 
hobbies seem proper and worthy?

A. Endless resting and chilling
B. Doing “productive” free-time 

activities at home
C. Refusing to learn new skills

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

When does a hobby stop being 
just a hobby in this view?

A. When it becomes your main 
way to earn money

B. When you practice it every 
single day

C. When you buy gear for it



#03

What changed for hobbies in the 
shopping world of the mid-1900s?

A. Stores stopped caring 
about hobby fans

B. Businesses selling hobby 
supplies expanded

C. Hobby magazines vanished

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What best describes 
many hobbies today?

A. No tracking or sharing at all
B. Lots of tech, progress 

tracking, and competition
C. Complete privacy and secrecy



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. 
From the early 1400s until the 19th century, “hobby” 
mostly meant asmall horse or pony.

2. Hobbyists don’t just play around; they practice and improve real skills.

3. In the 19th century, hobbies were shaped by differences in classand gender.

4.
In 2000 , a New England Mill helped institutionalize the two-day 
weekend to respect different Sabbaths.

5.
During the Great Depression, hobbies helped families make 
ends meet between uncertain paychecks.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

When you do “productive” free-time activities, 
do you feel calm and rested, or does it feel like 
extra work? Explain.

Have you ever tried to earn money from a hobby? 
How did that change how you felt about the hobby?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What turns a fun activity into something that 
feels like a job, even if you still enjoy it?

Should schools (or clubs) help students develop 
hobbies? What could they do to support this?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Do goals like races, contests, or follower counts 
make your hobby more exciting or more stressful? 
Why?

What rules or limits do you set so your hobby stays 
fun and doesn’t lead to pressure or burnout?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do People 
Have Pets?

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 11

https://youtu.be/k2nW7_2VUMc?si=C98KHTILB_X39STD


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. the process of training wild animals to live with humans over many generations.

2. the state of having a friend to spend time with; friendship.

3. farm animals raised for food, work, or resources like wool.

4. the scientific study of the brain and how it works.

5. a hormone that creates feelings of love and bonding.

COMPANIONSHIP   LIVESTOCK       OXYTOCIN    NEUROSCIENCE   DOMESTICATION



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The ___ of dogs began about 15,000 years ago.

2. Many people get pets for ___ because they don't want to feel lonely.

3. Farmers raise ___ like cows and sheep for meat and milk.

4. ___ helps us understand why we feel happy when we see puppies.

5. When you hug your pet, your brain releases ___, which makes you feel loved.

livestock   Neuroscience oxytocin  companionship domestication 



#01

When did humans start 
domesticating dogs?

A. About 15,000 years ago
B. About 5,000 years ago
C. About 50,000 years ago

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

How did cats become 
domesticated?

A. Humans caught them in the wild
B. They domesticated themselves 

by living near humans
C. Farmers bred them for hunting



#03

When did the pet industry 
begin to develop?

A. In the 1600s
B. In the 1840s
C. In the 1940s

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What causes humans to 
feel attached to cute pets?

A. Their soft fur
B. Baby-like features that trigger 

brain responses
C. Their ability to do tricks



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. Dogs evolved from cats that lived near humans.

2. Cats have existed alongside humans for about 9,000 years.

3. Horses were domesticated about 6,000 years ago.

4. The first commercially available dog food was sold in 1960.

5. Approximately 68% of American families have pets.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you have a pet? If yes, what kind? 
If no, would you like one?

Why do you think dogs are called "man's best friend"?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What is the difference between a pet 
and a farm animal?

Why do you think people feel happy when 
they see cute animals?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

What responsibilities come with having a pet?

In your culture, what animals are commonly 
kept as pets?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do We Eat 
Popcorn at the Movies

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 12

https://youtu.be/F9JrmGob71Y?si=I8evk8wx7GEP8U9o


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. made suitable for living with humans; cultivated by people.

2. food and drinks sold at entertainment venues like movie theaters.

3. money given by the government to help farmers or businesses.

4. activities that help people forget their problems temporarily.

5. movies with sound and dialogue (as opposed to silent films).

ESCAPISM   CONCESSION      SUBSIDIES      TALKIES  DOMESTICATED



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Popcorn was ___ by indigenous people in South America thousands of years ago.

2. The ___ stand at the cinema sells popcorn, candy, and soft drinks.

3. The government provides ___ to corn farmers to help them stay in business.

4.
During hard times, movies provided ___ for people who wanted 
to forget their worries.

5. When ___ replaced silent films, theaters could attract more customers.

concession   subsidies   escapism     talkies    domesticated 



#01

When was popcorn 
first domesticated?

A. Around 1905
B. Around 5000 BCE
C. Around 1930

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Why didn't early movie 
theaters want to sell snacks?

A. Snacks were too expensive
B. They wanted to protect their fancy 

carpets and attract wealthy audiences
C. Popcorn hadn't been invented yet



#03

What event helped 
make popcorn popular 
in movie theaters?

A. World War II
B. The Great Depression
C. The invention of television

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What did a study find 
about eating popcorn 
before movie ads?

A. People remembered more ads
B. People were less likely to 

remember the ads
C. People bought more products



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. Popcorn comes from a variety of maize with a soft outer shell.

2. The first Nickelodeon Theatre opened in Pittsburgh in 1905.

3. The first talking pictures appeared after 1927.

4. The Agricultural Adjustment Act was passed in 1943.

5. Indigenous populations in South Americafirst domesticated popcorn.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you usually eat popcorn when you watch movies? 
Why or why not?

Why do you think popcorn became more popular 
than other snacks at movies?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Do you prefer watching movies at home or 
in a theater? Why?

Movies were a form of 'escapism' during hard times. 
What does this mean to you?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Do you think movie theater snacks are too expensive? 
Why do theaters charge so much?

How would watching a silent film be different from 
watching a movie today?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Six Historically True 
Facts About Money

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 13

https://youtu.be/elJW0S5JLg8?si=n6GSX80JU-5euaEB


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. money in the form of coins or bills used in a country.

2. to trade goods or services without using money.

3. a system where money's value is based on a specific amount of gold.

4. an arrangement to receive goods or services now and pay later.

5. when prices go up and money loses its value over time.

GOLD STANDARD    CREDIT     INFLATION       CURRENCY       BARTER



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Many countries around the world use paper ___ to buy and sell goods.

2. Before money existed, people would ___ their crops for tools and clothing.

3. The United States used the ___ until 1933 when the Great Depression happened.

4. My parents use a ___ card when they shop online instead of paying with cash.

5. During ___, the price of food and gasoline becomes more expensive for families.

barter      currency        credit     inflation   gold standard



#01

Why did gold become popular 
as currency in ancient times?

A. Because it was very common 
and easy to find

B. Because it was malleable, scarce 
but not too rare, and had chemical 
properties that made it useful

C. Because governments forced 
people to use it

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What is a "tally stick" and 
how was it used?

A. A wooden stick with games 
carved on it for entertainment

B. A tool for measuring distance in 
medieval times

C. A wooden stick that recorded debt 
by carving amounts and splitting it 
between debtor and creditor



#03
When did the United States 
first issue paper money called 
"greenbacks"?

A. In 1950 when credit cards were invented
B. In 1862 during the Civil War
C. In 640 BC in ancient Turkey

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04
According to the script, did simple 
one-to-one barter systems likely 
exist in early societies?

A) Yes, all ancient people traded 
cows for goats directly

B) No, economists believe more complex 
trading systems existed instead

C) Yes, but only in Native American 
communities



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. 
Gold became popular as currency partly because it is very common
and easy to find everywhere.

2. 
The Incan Empire had huge amounts of gold and silver but didn't 
use moneyfor daily transactions.

3. Medieval tally sticks were made from metal and split in half to track debt.

4.
The first paper money in the United States was issued during 
the civil war in 1862.

5.
According to the script, paper currency is good at storing 
vitamins on its surface.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Why do you think money is important in modern 
society? Could we live without it?

The script mentions that "the best things in life are free" 
like love and friendship. Do you agree? What are some 
important things that don't require money?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Do you prefer using cash (paper money and coins) or 
digital payment methods (credit cards, phone apps)? Why?

The script says money can carry germs and bacteria. 
Does this worry you? What do you do to stay clean after 
handling money?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Why do you think gold has been considered valuable 
throughout history in so many different cultures?

If you suddenly couldn't use money for one week, 
how would you get the things you need? 
What would you trade or barter?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do All Malls 
Look the Same?

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 14

https://youtu.be/uTqnaNATlqk?si=eCe0zPENgHVfCYiE


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Rules that decide what can be built in different areas.

2. The spreading of houses and shopping centers from cities to surrounding areas.

3. A person who designs buildings.

4. Having heating or air conditioning to keep a comfortable temperature.

5. A business that sells products directly to customers.

ARCHITECT  RETAILER   SUBURBAN SPRAWL     ZONING LAWS   CLIMATE-CONTROLLED



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. ___ require strip malls to have large parking lots.

2. After World War II, ___ created a need for shopping centers outside cities.

3. Victor Gruen was the ___ who designed the first indoor mall.

4. The mall was ___, so shoppers could stay comfortable.

5. Many ___ are looking for ways to bring customers back to malls.

architect     climate-controlled     suburban sprawl   retailers   Zoning laws



#01

Why do strip malls across 
America look so similar?

A. Because they were all built by 
the same company

B. Because of zoning laws that 
require similar designs

C. Because customers prefer 
identical buildings

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Who designed the first indoor 
shopping mall in the US?

A. An American businessman
B. Victor Gruen, an immigrant 

from Vienna
C. A government official



#03

When did the first 
indoor mall open?

A. 1946
B. 1966
C. 1956

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What is causing challenges 
for shopping malls today?

A. Rising temperatures
B. Online shopping
C. Lack of parking



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The first indoor mall was the Southdale Center in Minnesota.

2. Victor Gruen was originally from Paris.

3. Malls developed after World War II .

4. Zoning laws separate residential, commercial, and industrial spaces.

5. Indoor malls have stores facing an external courtyard.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you enjoy going to shopping malls? 
Why or why not?

What do you usually do when you visit a mall?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Do you prefer shopping online or at a physical store?

How could malls change to attract more 
visitors in the future?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

What are some advantages of having all shops 
in one building?

Do you think shopping malls will disappear 
completely? Why or why not?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Is Breakfast the 
Most Important?
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 15

https://youtu.be/AxIOGqHQqZM?si=52gvs8UK93WRP57T


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Related to the food and nutrients that keep your body healthy.

2. A connection between two things that happen together.

3. When one thing directly causes another thing to happen.

4. A time when factories and machines changed how people worked.

5. Activities to promote and sell products, like advertisements.

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION  NUTRITIONAL  CORRELATION    MARKETING   CAUSATION



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Eating fruits and vegetables provides important ___ benefits. 

2. There is a ___ between eating breakfast and having better focus.

3. Scientists want to find if breakfast is the actual ___ of better health.

4. During the ___, people started working set hours.

5. Clever ___ by food companies made bacon and eggs popular.

causation    marketing   nutritional    correlation   Industrial Revolution



#01

When did the phrase 'breakfast 
is the most important meal' 
first appear?

A. 1817
B. 1917
C. 2017

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Who was connected to the 
magazine where this phrase 
first appeared?

A. John Harvey Kellogg, co-inventor 
of corn flakes

B. A famous chef
C. The President of the United States



#03

What is the main problem 
with studies about breakfast?

A. They are too expensive
B. They are not scientific
C. They show correlation but not 

necessarily causation

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

How did Edward Bernays
promote bacon and eggs for 
breakfast?

A. He made a TV commercial
B. He surveyed doctors and published 

the results in newspapers
C. He gave free samples to everyone



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The Romans ate three large meals a day.

2. The full English Breakfast includes eggs, bacon, and sausages.

3. Cold cereal sales in the US hit a peak in the 1980sand 1990s.

4. Edward Bernays was the nephewof Sigmund Freud.

5. The word 'breakfast' means to breakyour overnight fast.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you eat breakfast every day? 
What do you usually have?

Do you think breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What is a traditional breakfast in your country 
or culture?

How do you feel when you skip breakfast?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Should we always believe information from 
food companies?

How has breakfast changed over time in your family?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



What If There 
Were No Taxes?

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 16

https://youtu.be/IxMFvGHc1So?si=6LNHodBKBgaBsEzD


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Money citizens pay to the national government based on earnings.

2. A change or addition to the Constitution.

3. Taxes on goods brought into a country from other countries.

4. Money that a government or business receives.

5. Money the government uses for army, navy, and defense.

REVENUE   MILITARY SPENDING      FEDERAL INCOME TAX    TARIFFS    AMENDMENT



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The ___ was first created to help pay for the Civil War.

2. The 16th ___ made income tax a permanent part of American law.

3. Before income tax, the government collected ___ on imported goods.

4. The Stamp Act was designed to collect ___ for the British government.

5. The largest portion of tax money goes toward ___.

revenue   federal income tax    amendment  military spending tariffs 



#01

When was the first 
federal income tax in 
the US implemented?

A. 1776
B. 1861
C. 1913

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Which amendment 
made federal income 
tax permanent?

A. The 1st Amendment
B. The 16th Amendment
C. The 21st Amendment



#03

What does most federal 
tax money pay for today?

A. Education
B. Military and defense
C. Healthcare only

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What might happen 
without federal income tax?

A. States would become more 
independent and federal 
government weaker

B. Everyone would be richer
C. Nothing would change



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The Stamp Act of 1765 taxed all papergoods.

2. President Lincoln implemented the first federal income tax.

3. The first income tax took 3%from people earning over $800.

4. The 16th Amendment was ratified in 1923.

5. Less than 1%of Americans paid income tax in the early days.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

What do you think taxes should be used for?

Is it fair that people who earn more pay more taxes?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What would happen to schools and hospitals 
without taxes?

How are taxes collected in your country?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Should governments spend more or less on 
military defense?

What public services do you use that are paid 
for by taxes?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Economic Lessons 
from Past Pandemics

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 17

https://youtu.be/F-IlpRl7EWw?si=NyAlJvXTE57zadwv


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. a disease that spreads across many countries worldwide.

2. a disease that spreads quickly in one area or region.

3. an old system where peasants worked land owned by lords.

4. the number of deaths compared to the total population.

5. the process of an economy getting better after a crisis.

EPIDEMIC FEUDAL SYSTEM  MORTALITY RATE  ECONOMIC RECOVERY PANDEMIC



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. COVID-19 was declared a ___ because it spread worldwide.

2. The Black Death was an ___ that killed millions in Europe.

3. The ___ weakened after the plague because there were fewer workers.

4. The ___ of the Spanish Flu was high among young adults.

5. After the pandemic, governments created plans for ___.

epidemic    pandemic      mortality rate      economic recovery  feudal system



#01

How many people 
died in Europe from 
the Black Death?

A. About 20 million
B. About 5 million
C. About 100 million

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What was an unexpected 
economic result of the 
Black Death?

A. Prices of food went down
B. Workers had more power and 

earned higher wages
C. Lords became richer



#03

How many people died 
worldwide from the 
Spanish Flu of 1918?

A. About 4 million
B. About 40 million
C. About 400 million

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What age group was 
most affected by the 
Spanish Flu?

A. Children under 5
B. Elderly people over 70
C. Adults aged 18 to 40



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The Black Death arrived in Europe in October 1347.

2. Ships carrying the plague first docked in London, Sicily.

3. The germ that causes the plague was discovered in the 19th century.

4. The Spanish Flu killed about 700,000 people in the US alone.

5. About one third of Europe's population died from the Black Death.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

How did COVID-19 affect your daily life?

Why do you think pandemics can change 
the economy?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What lessons can we learn from past pandemics?

What should governments do to prepare for 
future pandemics?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

How can studying history help us understand 
current events?

What positive changes came from the COVID-19 
pandemic?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do We Get 
Grades in School?

Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 18

https://youtu.be/NqjolyDN5tw?si=CXfgdPJt29WpgD0n


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. a number that represents the average of all your grades.

2. the student with the highest grades in their graduating class.

3. behaving like everyone else; following rules and expectations.

4. a system measuring what students learned instead of letter grades.

5. how you feel about yourself and your abilities.

STANDARDS-BASED GRADING   GPA VELEDICTORIAN          SELF-ESTEEM    CONFORMITY



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. A high ___ can help students get into good universities.

2. The ___ usually gives a speech at graduation.

3. School grades often reward ___ rather than creative thinking.

4. Some schools use ___ to better show student progress.

5. Students with low grades often report having lower ___.

self-esteem   conformity     GPA      valedictorian        standards-based grading



#01

Who gave the first 
college grades?

A. Harvard University president
B. Yale president Ezra Stiles in 1785
C. Oxford University professor

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

What did Karen Arnold's study 
find about valedictorians?

A. They all became millionaires
B. They were successful but not 

usually 'visionary'
C. They all became teachers



#03

Why might grades NOT 
predict future success?

A. They reward conformity 
instead of creativity

B. They are always incorrect
C. Teachers don't like giving grades

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What percentage of 
students based their self-
worth on grades (2002)?

A. 50%
B. 80%
C. 95%



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. The first letter grades were given at Yalein 1785.

2. Mount Holyoke adopted the first letter grade system in 1897.

3. The letter Ewas originally used for failing grades.

4. A high GPA shows that someone is a generalist, not a specialist.

5. Kentucky implemented a new grading system in 2013.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

How do you feel when you receive your grades?

Do you think grades are a fair way to 
measure learning?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What skills are important that grades might 
not measure?

How do grades affect your motivation to learn?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Do you think successful people always had 
good grades?

How could schools better measure student learning?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Do We Eat 
Artificial Flavors?
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 19

https://youtu.be/iNaJ31EV13U?si=QjCQBmU8E95d_vhD


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. flavors made by scientists in a lab instead of natural sources.

2. a chemical that tastes like vanilla, made from wood or cloves.

3. making large amounts of a product using machines and factories.

4. to move pollen between flowers so they can produce seeds or fruit.

5. food grown without artificial chemicals or pesticides.

VANILLIN    ORGANIC      ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS    MASS PRODUCTION     POLLINATE



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. Many processed foods contain ___ to make them taste better.

2. ___ is used in 99% of vanilla-flavored products because real vanilla is too expensive.

3. During ___, food companies needed flavors that would taste the same every time.

4. A young boy discovered how to ___ vanilla flowers by hand.

5. Many Americans prefer ___ foods without artificial ingredients.

pollinate    artificial flavors   Vanillin    organic     mass production



#01

Why is natural vanilla 
so expensive?

A. It grows everywhere easily
B. It's difficult to grow and must be 

pollinated by hand
C. Nobody wants to buy it

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

Who discovered how to hand-
pollinate vanilla flowers?

A. A famous scientist
B. A 12-year-old enslaved 

boy named Edmond
C. A Belgian farmer



#03

What chemical gives 
movie theater popcorn 
its buttery taste?

A. Diacetyl
B. Vanillin
C. Methyl anthranilate

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

What happened when General 
Mills removed artificial flavors 
from Trix cereal?

A. Sales increased dramatically
B. Customers complained, so they 

brought back the artificial flavors
C. The cereal was discontinued



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. Natural vanilla can cost up to $300 per pound.

2. About 99%of people consuming vanilla are using a substitute flavor.

3. Vanilla flowers are only open for 24 days..

4. Diacetyl gives popcorn its buttery flavor.

5. Fake grape flavor was discovered in real grapes after it was already in use.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you prefer natural or artificial flavors? Why?

Should food companies have to tell us when 
they use artificial flavors?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

What is your favorite artificially flavored 
food or drink?

Why do some people prefer the taste of 
artificial flavors to natural ones?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

Should schools teach students about 
what's in their food?

Would you pay more for food with natural 
ingredients? Why or why not?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions



Why Does 
Santa Wear Red?
Click here to watch the video clip

EPISODE 20

https://youtu.be/fajNM5OPVnA?si=V3vO9CpJYWJqBWzn


Vocabulary
A. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. a monk born around 280 AD who was known for his generosity.

2. promoting products or services through announcements or images.

3. names or symbols that identify a company's products.

4. a custom or belief passed down through generations.

5. a planned series of advertisements to promote a product.

BRANDS  MARKETING CAMPAIGN  ADVERTISING    SAINT NICHOLAS  TRANDITION



Vocabulary
B. Select the appropriate word that corresponds with its meaning.

1. The story of Santa Claus comes from ___, a generous monk.

2. Coca-Cola's ___ helped make the red Santa suit popular.

3. In the late 1800s, ___ became important as products were pre-packaged.

4. Wearing red suits at Christmas became a ___ after many years.

5. Coca-Cola's ___ in 1931 helped create the modern Santa image.

tradition     Saint Nicholas advertising   marketing campaign  brands 



#01

Where was the original 
Saint Nicholas born?

A. The North Pole
B. Patara, in modern-day Turkey
C. Holland

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#02

When did Coca-Cola start 
featuring Santa in their ads?

A. 1831
B. 1931
C. 2001



#03

What colors did Santa 
wear before red became 
standard?

A. Only green
B. Blue, purple, yellow, 

and other colors
C. Only black

Comprehension Questions
C. Answer the questions

#04

How did modern advertising 
change from older advertising?

A. It focused on specific brands 
rather than just types of products

B. It became less colorful
C. It stopped using images



Comprehension Exercise
D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

1. Saint Nicholas was born around 280 AD.

2. Santa's Dutch nickname is Sinter Klaas.

3. Washington Irving called St. Nick the patron saint of New York.

4. Coca-Cola invented the image of Santa in a red suit.

5. Saint Nicholas' feast day is December 6th.



Discussion Questions
E. Answer the questions.

#01

#02

Do you celebrate Christmas or a similar holiday 
in your culture?

What colors and images do you associate 
with winter holidays?



E. Answer the questions.

#03

#04

Do you think advertising can change traditions? 
Is this good or bad?

What other traditions have been influenced by 
companies or marketing?

Discussion Questions



#05

#06

How is gift-giving celebrated in your culture?

How has advertising changed since the early 1900s?

E. Answer the questions.

Discussion Questions


