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History of Art

Episodes2P

Note: Some lesson materials may contain words, topics, or scenes that may not be suitable for children.
Thesematerials are intended for Teens and Adults (Intermediate gAdvanced) learners.
Teachers are encouraged to review the content in advance and may skip or adapt certain lessons when necessary.
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Why We Study Art
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click here to watch the episod



https://youtu.be/t6Wc7OMks4U?si=K8FeTIMpObHbnBVw

artifact

oc&ul A. Choose the correct words in the box to match their meaning.

construct perspective  canon bias  curator colonial

A person who selects and organizes artworks or objects for a museum, gallery, or collection.

The way someone thinks about or understands something.

A set of works that are considered important or classic in a subject.

An unfair preference for one idea or group over others.

Related to a time when one country controlled another and influenced its culture and resources.

A human-made object from the past that shows history or culture.

An idea created by society rather than something that naturally exists.




Art history is the study of objects and images to understand the people, places, and time periods they
come from. Sarah Urist Green, a (1)___, explains that art history involves thinking critically by
observing closely and understanding different (2)_____. The (3)____ of art history was shaped by
writings like Giorgio Vasari's book about Renaissance artists, which influenced which artworks
became famous. However, this canon had (4)____ toward Western European art and often excluded
works from (5)____ contexts. Art historians today study (6)_____ and examine what materials have
survived to piece together more complete historical stories, recognizing that history is something we

(7) rather than simply discover.

artifacts construct perspectives canon  biases curator colonial
- )
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Comprehengion Questions

C. Choose the correct answers.

What does art history primarily study ? Who wrote the book that became the
foundation of art history as we know it?
. Only paintings from famous
museums A. Michelangelo
. Objects and images to understand B. Giorgio Vasari
cultures and time periods C. The Medici family
. The prices of artworks at auctions



i Comprehengion

C. Choose the correct answers.

What does the episode suggest about the According to the episode, why is studying
canon of art history ? art important ?

. It includes all artworks equally . Tomemorize names and dates

. It was arbitrarily created and biased . Tounderstand different perspectives
toward Western European art and connections across cultures

. It was created by democratic voting . Only to appreciate beautiful paintings
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‘ 4 D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

The biombo screen tells the story of how the Mexican people conquered
Tenochtitlan.

The Lega people from the Congo have objects called masengo which means
theavy things'.

Kar a WaHomksAmericanus$i was inspired by a monumentin Spain.

The Akan drum in the British Museum was made from West African wood.

'The Raft of the Medusa' was painted by Théodore Géricault in 1819.




Digcugsion Questions ............

___________________________________________________________________________________

1 . How do you think the way history is recorded affects what we know
* 1 about the past?
'2 Why do you think certain artworks become famous while others
* 1 are forgotten?
5 . What role do you think museums should play in telling more complete i
* . historical stories? i




Digeugsion Questions ..........

___________________________________________________________________________________

4 . How can studying art from different cultures help us understand
"1 each other better?
5 . Do you think art can be 'objective,’ or is it always influenced by the
*1 artist's perspective?
G . What artwork or artifact from your own culture would you want i

future generations to study and why?






https://youtu.be/YHcX_nuyQPc?si=1chmHYDMhU9URpVE

VOC&“] A. Choose the correct words in the box to match their meaning.

depict defeat interpret  heroism  composition  historians medium

1. people who study and write about the past using records and evidence.
2 the way different parts are arranged to form a whole, especially in art or writing.
5. to show or represent something in a picture, artwork, or story.

the material or method used to create art, such as paint, clay, or digital tools.

to lose a battle, game, or competition.

5 to explain or understand the meaning of something in your own way.

brave or selfless actions done to help others, even in difficult situations.




Looking closely at art reveals more than what meets the eye in just 30 seconds. Art (1) use
tools like analyzing (2)___, medium, and style to understand artworks better. Romare Bearden's
‘Spring Way' uses abstract collage to (3) life in 1920s Pittsburgh, while a Bamileke Elephant
Mask demonstrates how (4)____ (beads, shells, raffia) reflects wealth and power. Understanding
context helps us (5) art's meaning. Comparing two monolithic sculptures - the Coyolxauhqui
Monolith from Aztec culture and Michelangelo's David from Renaissance lItaly - shows both
similarities and cultural differences. The Aztecs saw Coyolxauhqui's nudity as (6) while Italians

saw David's as(7) .Viewers' own context and experiences also shape how they interpret art.

defeat  historians medium  composition interpret  depict heroism
~— v




Comprehengion

C. Choose the correct answers.

How long does research show the What does the term 'form' refer to in art?
average museum-goer looks at an
artwork? . The price of the artwork

. The visual or physical aspects of an
A. Less than 30 seconds artwork
B. About 5 minutes . The artist's signature
C. Over 10 minutes



i Comprehengion

C. Choose the correct answers.

What material indicates wealth and
power in the Bamileke Elephant Mask?

A. Gold coins
B. Imported glass beads
C. Plastic decorations

N

What is the Coyolxauhqui Monolith ?

A. A small painting

B. Alarge carved stone showing an
Aztec moon goddess

C. A modern sculpture




rue Fme 4 D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

Bearden was part of an artist group called Spiral.

The Bamileke Elephant Mask was made inCameroon.

The Coyolxauhqui Monolith was discovered in 1978

Michelangelo's David was placed in front of Florence's town hall.

David defeated Goliath using a knife.

N \ &
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Digeugsion Questions ..........

___________________________________________________________________________________

1 Why do you think most people only spend 30 seconds looking E
1 atartin museums? |
'2 How does knowing an artist's background change your
* 1 understanding of their work?
5 Why might different cultures interpret the same symbols i

in opposite ways?




Digcugsion Questions ............

___________________________________________________________________________________

4 . What details in artworks do you think most people miss when E
* 1 they look quickly? i
5 How does your own cultural background influence how you see
*1 and interpret art?
G + If you could spend an hour examining any artwork in the world, i

which would you choose and why?






https://youtu.be/hfKymoH9XTc?si=tivTNbaRJdvSkHB3

VOC&“] A. Choose the correct words in the box to match their meaning.

colonialism  origin repatriation  accessible evolved inequality diverse

1. changed or developed over time.
2 easy for people to reach, use, or understand.
5. a system where one country controls another and uses its land, people, or resources.

the return of people or cultural objects to their original country or community.

made up of many different kinds of people, cultures, or ideas.

5 the place or point where something begins or comes from.

a situation where people are not treated equally or fairly.




Museums (1) from prehistoric caves to cabinets of curiosities, becoming publicly (2)___
institutions in the 18th century. Modern museums have professional staff and categorize objects
to educate visitors. However, many museums contain art stolen through (3)__, like the Benin
artifacts taken by the British Empire. The process of (4)_____is slowly returning these objects to
their countries of (5)__.Museums are being called to decolonize by presenting collections
more accurately and hiring (6)_____ staff. Artist James Luna critiqued how museums display
Native Americans, while the Guerrilla Girls exposed gender (7) _____in museums. Despite
challenges, museums continue evolving to better represent global history and make art

accessible to everyone.

repatriation  origin evolved accessible inequality diverse colonialism
- \
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Comprehengion Questions

C. Choose the correct answers.

What makes something a modern What were Cabinets of Curiosities?
museum according to the episode ?
. Public museums open to everyone
. Only having old objects . Private collections owned by wealthy
. Having professional staff, public nobles showing strange items
access, and educational intent . Schools for teaching art
. Being located in a large building



i Comprehengion

C. Choose the correct answers.

When did the British military capture What did James Luna's artwork
Benin City and take artifacts ? demonstrate?

A. 1778 . That Native Americans are still alive
B. 1897 and relevant today
C. 1950 . That museums should close

. That art should not be in museums




| O P
‘ 4 D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

The word 'museum' comes from ancient Greek.

The Egyptian pyramids can be thought of as early private art collections.

Cabinets of Curiosities existed in the mid-sixteenth century .

James Luna is a LuisefioAmerican artist.

In 2018, only 16 percentof curator roles in U.S. museums were held by people of
color.




Digcugsion Questions ............

___________________________________________________________________________________

1 . Should museums return all stolen artifacts to their countries of origin? |
1 Why or why not?
'2 . How can museums better represent the cultures whose artifacts
* 1 they display?
5 . Why is it important for museum staff to be diverse and representative i

of many backgrounds?
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Digeugsion Questions ..........

___________________________________________________________________________________

4 . What responsibilities do museums have to educate visitors about |
"1 colonial history? i
5 . Have you ever visited a museum? What did you like or dislike
*1 about the experience?
G . If you could create a museum about any topic, i

what would it be and why?






https://youtu.be/rT6QV0dWJG4?si=ACRH750HiNa5vtu3

patrons

oc&ul A. Choose the correct words in the box to match their meaning.

emerged naturalism contemporary arbitrary intellectual  biographical

came out, appeared, or became known over time.

people who support or fund a person, artist, or organization.

related to a persontHs | ife story.

related to thinking, learning, and ideas.

an art or writing style that shows things as they are in real life.

based on personal choice or chance, not clear rules or reasons.

belonging to the present time or recent years.




The concept of the 'Great Artist' (1) in Renaissance Europe when (2)_____like the Medicis began
supporting individual artists outside the traditional guild system. Giorgio Vasari wrote (3)____accounts
of artists, suggesting they possessed genius and that creating a masterpiece required intellectual

rather than just physical labor. This shifted art from craft toward (4)___ pursuit. Vasari promoted
(5)___as the superior style, which influenced which artists entered the canon. Art academies later
established that these (6)______ standards of greatness primarily recognized white male artists. Women
like Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun and Artemisia Gentileschi created exceptional work but faced barriers.
(7)___ artists like Kerry James Marshall challenge this myth, questioning whether ‘greatness' comes

from inherent genius or from following elite -constructed formulas.

naturalism  arbitrary emerged patrons Contemporary intellectual biographical

~~— v~
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Comprehengion Questions

C. Choose the correct answers.

How did medieval European art differ from What did the Medici family do that
Renaissance art in terms of attribution? changed the art world?

. Medieval art was often made by guilds A. They created museums
and wasn't attributed to individuals B. They paid artists to work

. Medieval art was always signed
by the artist

. There was no difference

independently of guilds
C. They invented painting



i Comprehengion

C. Choose the correct answers.

Why were women artists often excluded What does Kerry James Marshall's ‘Untitled
from becoming 'Great Artists'? (Painter)' suggest about the idea of artistic

genius?
. They weren't talented enough
. They weren't allowed to study anatomy
or draw male subjects, which was based on arbitrary rules like a paint -by-
required for history painting numbers kit

. They didn't want to be artists . That anyone can become a great artist
easily

. That all great artists use natural talent
. That 'greatness' might be constructed




| O P
‘ 4 D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

‘The Book of Hours' was created by artist Enguerrand Quarton in
15th century France.

The term 'masterpiece’ originally meant work that showed an artist had
reached master level in a guild.

Art academies considered history sculpture to be the highest form of art.

Artemisia Gentileschi painted herself as the personification of painting.

Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun becameMarie Antoinette 's preferred artist.




Digcugsion Questions ............

___________________________________________________________________________________

1 . Do you think the concept of artistic 'genius’ is real, !
| orisitcreated by society? i
'2 Why do you think women and artists of color were historically excluded
*1 from being recognized as 'great'?
5 . How does knowing that the ‘canon’ was arbitrarily created change how i

you think about famous artists?
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Digeugsion Questions ..........

___________________________________________________________________________________

4. + What qualities do you think make someone a great artist today?
5 + Should we still learn about artists from history even if they excluded
*1 many talented people?




Should We Se arate ”
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https://youtu.be/N5XU87zxTyk?si=7PA6BT6M9aS1NKOK

avant-garde

oc&ulw A. Choose the correct words in the box to match their meaning.

collaboration  artist  introspection surrealism accountable sublime

people who create art, such as paintings, music, writing, or performances.

the act of looking inward and examining your own thoughts and feelings.

extremely impressive, beautiful, or awe -inspiring.

new, experimental, and very different from traditional styles.

an art movement that shows dream -like or unrealistic scenes, often mixing reality
and imagination.

working together with others to achieve a shared goal.

responsi ble for onefHs actions and expec




Great (1) ____ are not always good people, as seen with figures like Picasso and Gauguin who
treated others poorly. During the Romantic period, artists began sharing personal (2)____ and
creating the (3)___ through emotional self -portraits. The (4)___movement encouraged breaking
traditions, as Frida Kahlo did by combining (5) with personal reality in works like 'Las dos
Fridas.' While self portraits suggest artists work alone, (6)____ has always been common in art,

from the Akbarnama to Andy Warhol's Factory. Museums face the controversial challenge of how to

present art by problematic artists. Some believe we should separate art from artists, while others

say artists must be (7) .Museums like the National Gallery approach this by presenting both the

art and context, allowing viewers to form their own conclusions.

surrealism  introspection artists  accountable collaboration  avantgarde sublime
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Comprehengion Questions

C. Choose the correct answers.

What characterized Romantic period What best describes 'avant-garde'?
self-portraits?
. Following traditional art rules
A. They focused on wealth and status . Pushing boundaries and breaking
B. They showed artists at work with tradition
C. They explored inner emotions and . Only painting portraits
turmoil



i Comprehengion

C. Choose the correct answers.

What happened between Van Gogh
and Gauguin?

A. They became lifelong friends

B. They never met

C. They had a falling out that ended
with Van Gogh cutting off his ear

N

How did the National Gallery in London
handle their Gauguin exhibition?

. They refused to show his work

. They showed the work but also provided
context about his wrongdoings

. They only celebrated his achievements
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‘ 4 D. Choose T if the underlined word is correct, or replace the word if it is incorrect.

Pablo Picasso said there were only two kinds of women:
lgoddesses and doormats'.

Francisco Goya was a Realistartist who used brushstrokes to
express inner turmoil.

Frida Kahlo never considered herself a Surrealist.

Van Gogh moved to the South of France in 1888.

Andy Warhol's collaborative studio was called The House
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Digeugsion Questions ..........

___________________________________________________________________________________

1 Can you enjoy artwork created by someone who did terrible things?
1 Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________________

'2 i Should museums continue to display work by artists who
*1 were cruel or abusive?

B







